
ORCHESTRATION COMPETITION AT COMPOSITION & ITS ALLIES 

 

©2026. Composition & Its Allies. 

WHAT:  Revise your orchestration and submit the before and after for the first ever 
Orchestration Competition at Composition & Its Allies. Winners will have their selections 
featured in an Orchestration for Beginners video on YouTube and through the o>icial 
website for Composition & Its Allies. Please make sure to read through the Rules & Regulations 
with care. 

RULES & REGULATIONS 

• Choose a complete phrase or section from your orchestral work that you would like 
to revise (no more than 3 minutes). Your work should be for full orchestra, and 
excerpts from opera, chorus & orchestra, or concertos are legitimate and 
acceptable. 

• Fill out the Submission Form 
• Fill out the Solve/Fix Problems in Your Orchestration Worksheet 
• Email the following, as separate attachments (pdf only) 

o 1. Submission Form 
§ Title format: LASTNAME-Submission 

o 2. Worksheet for Solve/Fix Problems in Your Orchestration 
§ Title format: LASTNAME-Worksheet 

o 3. Pdf of the 1st version of your orchestral work 
§ Title format: LASTNAME-Version1-NAMEOFPIECE 

o 4. Pdf of the 2nd version of your orchestral work 
§ Title format: LASTNAME-Version2-NAMEOFPIECE 

• Deadline for submission: April 30th, 2026, 9:30pm EST 

EQUALITY & FAIRNESS 

I am aware that many composer competitions are not transparent with their expectations, 
and as consequence, many composers lose precious time putting in the work for 
something that they have no chance of winning.  I understand your frustration and would 
like to make clear that I am not interested in the personal or social identity of the applicant, 
and I am focused solely on the quality of the submission and the composition itself.  To this 
aim, I have made a Grading Rubric, with what I hope to be a clear set of standards; please 
review it with care.  After the competition, I will seek feedback from the participants as to 
how to improve the selection process. 

 

PERSONAL NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF COMPOSITION & ITS ALLIES 
Orchestration is A LOT of work.  I highly suggest that you put maximum integrity in what you do, as there is no 
amount of money that anyone can pay you for high quality orchestration.  Please note that you may not be 
chosen for the competition, therefore, make sure that you remain focused on the ultimate goal: getting your 
orchestral work performed. I hope that this competition motivates you to seek excellence in your 
orchestration, and that you get your orchestral work performed very soon.  

 Barney B. Johnson, Director of Composition & Its Allies  


